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HOERBIGER'S MOON CAPTURE THEORY 
eenmmemenl > LeCe Suggars, MM. 








Three hundred and twenty years ago Galileo looked 
through the first astronomical telescope and saw the 
four great moons of Jupiter. What a revelation that 
Sight must have been to a clear=-thinking man like Galileo. 
There was the first evidence of a structure common to the 
Solar system; a planet with its moons. It was not, how— 
ever, until 1915 that Hans Heorbiger showed in what man= 
ner the Earth had undoubtedly obtained its moon. Using 
the sound foundation of Hoerbiger's moon-capture theory, 
modern astronomers have obtained a picture of how the 
various planets have collected to themselves a total of 
31 moons (or satellites as they are called by astronomers.) 
Even the total of 31 may not be complete as new ones have 
been discovered in the last three years and undoubtedly 
there are others far out in the solar system awaiting 
discovery. 

The methods of moon capture appear to fall into two 
classes which may be labelled classes I and II. The 
class I capture in which the satellite has always been 
tied to its primary body (the planet) by gravitational 
forces, and class II in which the satellite has had in 
the past a free orbit around the sun and thus has not al- 
ways been tied to the pravitational fields of its primary. 
The Class I satellites all have their orbits in the 
plane of the planet's equator and this indicates that the 
satellites were formed at the came time and in the same 
plane as their primsarics. That is to say, whilst the 
actual method of the formation of the planet and its 
satellites is not yet determined with finality, the pro- 
cess certainly was a parochial affair (A). From this 
statement it can be seen that the satellites were not 
born from the body of the planet either by centrifugal 
force or by some other form of disturbance. 

For the sake of argument let us investigate the 
normal theory of equatorial birth of a satellite due to 
centrifugal force at the equator of its primary. Two 
good examples of primaries are Jupiter and Saturn. If 
we examine their satellites we would expect them to 
resemble a string of pearls with the largest satellite 
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nearest to the parent body, but that is not so. In fact, 
there is that cigar-shaped formation noted by Jeans in 
connection with the planets themselves; that is, there 

is a small satellite nearest to the primary and they 
gradually get larger as they get further away and then 
they tail off in size again. If they were born by cent- 
rifugal force then the peripherical speed of the equator 
of the primary must have been fast enough to throw off 
the first small satellite and then have speeded up in 
order to throw off the next larger one and so on. Fin- 
ally, the speed must have dropped off again in order to 
throw off the small inner satellites. We know of no 
process by which the planets could have varied their 
equatorial speeds up and down while they were ina 
plastic state. 

Class II satellites were formed in a similar way to 
those in class I, but for some reason were able to re- 
sist the gravitational forces of the larger planets and 
to revolve in their own orbits around the sun. In the 
main they were formed in the general plane of the eclip- 
tic but some may not have been; the result of these two 
“loci” of formation has resulted in the satellites re- 
volving not in the plane of the equator of their pri- 
maries but at some angle to them. The Moon is a typical 
example of such a satellite. The angle between the 
Earth's equator and the orbit of the Moon varies between 
28°28' -and 18°926', yet the Moon's orbit is only at an 
angle of 5°4' with the ecliptic and thus its orbit falls 
easily within the angle of the orbital planes of all the 
planets with the exception of Pluto. 

Many other satellites have orbits which are at an 
acute angle with their primaries' equator and all these 
exhibit capture signs. At this stage one may ask how 
were these satellites captured? To understand this 
process we must remember three things. Firstly, that 
an inner planet (one nearer the sun) travels faster in 
its orbit than an outer one (one further away from the 
sun). Secondly, to effect capture, wherein a planet is 
turned from a planet into a satellite, the speed of the 
two bodies concerned must be nearly equal, and thirdly, 
they must come within each other's gravitational field 
to such an extent that neither one can get away from the 
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other's attraction. 


The first two statements appear to preclude capture, 
but nature has arranged that a planet's speed in its 
orbit is not constant. When the planct is nearest the 
sun at perihelion it is travelling at its fastest. When 
it is farthest from the sun, at aphelion, it is travelling 
at its slowest. All that is necessary to get the two 
planetary speeds nearly equal is to have the inner planet 
at aphelion and simultaneously, the outer planet at 
perihelion. If the two planets are sufficiently close 
enough to one another, the smaller of the two will be 
captured — swept up into satellite orbit by the gravi- 
tational force of the larger body. Those planets which 
were outer ones at capture will revolve as satellites 
around their primary in a counter-clockwise direction, 
while those planets which were inner ones at capture will 
revolve as satellites around their primary in a clockwise 
direction. Our Moon is an example of a counter-clock- 
wise capture and Jupiter's moons numbered VIII, IX, XI 
and XII are examples of clockwise capture. All these 
five satellites have orbits inclined (some of them 
highly) to the equators of their primaries. 

One effect of the Moon's inclined orbit is to be 
seen in a phenomenon known as the “Regression of the 
Nodes." Simply stated, it means that the Moon's orbit 
wobbles due to the Moon trying to set itsclf in line 
with the Earth's equator. 

We have mentioned that the Moon's orbit is at an 
engle of 5°1' to the ecliptic and that the Moon's equator 


lies in the average orbital plane of the planets. Its 
pole is therefore at right angles to the plane. We 
have here an indication that it was once a free body 
with an orbit round the sun. All the planets are 
gyrostats and as they hurl along their orbits, the op- 
posing force of molecular space is tending to set their 
axes at 90° to their planes of motion. May it be that 
the moon had already reached this 90° before it was 
captured? 


So far we have been using scientific deduction about 
our Moon's past behaviour so let us turn to something 
everyone can seCe It is said that a person's past life 
is reflected in their face in old age, if this is true, 
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then the Moon has lead an awful life! One brief view 
through a telescope will reveal a world entirely differ- 
ent from our own, whilst detailed study reveals hundreds 
of interesting facts in Lunar geography, all strange in 
our earth—bound experience but nevertheless all telling 
a story of a hectic past. The most striking feature is 
its craters, a word which is used to describe circular 
scars in the surface which vary in size from a few yards 
in diameter up to an enormous giant which is 180 miles 
in diameter. 

Practically the whole of the visible face of the 
Moon is pockmarked with these craters, and it is esti- 
mated that there are 30,000 visible (B). Hundreds of 
them are in the region of the poles, they overlap one 
another and jostle each other for elbow-room and obviously 
continue over on the other side of the Moon — a side which 
no man has yet seen. 

The craters we encounter on Earth do not resemble 
them and therefore their origin is a hotly debated subject 
but the writer believes that the greater majority have 
been caused by the impact of meteors and planetismals. 
Some undoubtedly are of volcanic origin and there are 
Signs that gas pressure from below is causing the crust to 
form domes which will no doubt burst when the gas pressure 
reaches a critical point (C). There are many excellent 
reasons for stating that these craters are of meteoric 
origin, yet, in all the centuries of observation of the 
Moon's surface, not one solitary meteor has been seen to 
fall on it, or to disturb its serenity with a cloud of 
dust. 

If we observe very closely we can see other signs of 
damage on the surface and in its mountains. For instance 
in the range of Lunar mountains called the Alps which bor- 
der Mare Imbrium on the northwest, is a straight gorge 
about 75 miles long and 6 miles wide (B). Even a cursory 
glance gives the impression that some huge object has 
ploughed its way through the mountains; a case of an ir- 
resistible force meeting a nearly immovable object! This 
is not the only sign that the Moon has been struck 
tangentially. 

If it has been so violently bombarded in the past 
with meteors and planetismals, why is it not touched at 
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present by them? The answer is simple. Since the 

Moon was captured by the Earth and forced to become a 
satellite, it has been protected from injury on its vis- 
ible surface by the shielding effect of the gravitational 
field of the Earth. To state the matter another way, 
when the Moon was a planet with a free orbit round the 
sun, it was subject to unrestricted bombardment by the 
debris of the solar system. Now it is a satellite it 

is not subject to such bombardment on its visible side, 
although no doubt its unprotected (invisible) side is 
liable. If we view the Moon at full either with the 
naked eye or through a telescope, we otscrve that it is a 
body with a circular disc broken at the edges by mountain 
ranges. Some astronomers (D) profess to have measured 
the difference between its polar and equatorial diameters, 
and have announced that the polar diameter is slightly 
smaller by one or two kilometers. Other astronomers say 
that such a difference cannot be measured because of the 
mountains on the edges. However, for all practical pur- 
poses it is a perfect disc, which indicates that the 
eravitational force of the Earth was NOT applied when the 
Moon was in a molten or plastic state, otherwise there 
would be a distinct flattening at ths poles and a bulge 
at the equator where the Moon faces the Earth. Again we 
see that if the Moon was cold when the Earth's gravite- 
tional force was applied, then the Moon could not have 
been born of a plastic or molten Earth by centrifugal 
force. 

At this point we have finished our evidence of the 
origin and method of capture of our Moon and 30 more 
satellites. Whether the latter. have cratered surfaces 
can only be proved when we either get to them by space- 
ship or can see them through a powerful telescope erected 
on the Moon itself, but we must not be surprised if we 
find surfaces entirely different in appearance from the 
Moon's. 

To conclude this article we must ask ourselves if 
further captures are possible and if so, when? The 
latter question we cannot answer, but we can say that 
there are hundreds of small bodies called asteroides all 
providing possible sources of capture when the circun- 
stances are propitious. They vary in size from mere 
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rough lumps of rock to spheres 10 or more miles in diam-~ 
eter. Some like Hermes, Adonis, Amor and Apollo cross 
the Earth's orbit at an acute angle and hence their chance 
of capture is slight, but who can say that in a few thou- 
sand years the perturbation set up by Mercury, Venus, 
Earth and Mars will not have modified the orbits of these 
asteroids (and others) to such an extent that capture be- 
comes inevitable. The inhabitants of Earth in those days 
may see two or more moons each night, and Mars perhaps 
will have turned its inner moon — Phobos —- into a ring of 
@ similar character to that of Saturn. 
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ATLANTIS - A GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
by E.H. Nutter 











From a mythological point of view the existence and 
loss of Atlantis may be considered proved, cven if there 
is still argument about its position. Investigation in- 
to cultural, ethnological, floral and floral distribut- 
ions appears also to indicate the previous existence of 
an extensive land somewhere in the Atlantic. 

Physical relics of Atlantis proper are, however, few 
and far between, also, though there is geological evi- 
dence in its favour, investigators are by no means agreed 
as to the cause of its disappearance, sudden or otherwise. 

Bellamy (1) in his application of the Hoerbiger Moon 
Capture Theory to the problem has so far produced the 
most plausible explanation of the sudden loss of Atlantis 
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and links it with contemporaneous happenings in the Med— 
iterranean and elsewhere, but unfortunately the Hoerbiger 
Theory has yet to gain acceptance by the orthodox scient- 
ific world. 

In order to sift the evidence so far made available 
to the Atlantean Research Group I have re-read all the 
relevant articles in the Journal since its inception and 
summarised them below. 

Sykes, (2), as an upholder of Hoerbiger, of course 
upholds this Theory. 

Watkins (3) end Bradley (4) quote the Oera Linda 
Boek, which ment_c:.s the climatic conditions obtaining 
at the time - but omits to say where - and the latter 
assumes that the convulsion was caused by a Grand Con- 
junction of the Sun and the Planets. 

He goes on to say, however, that this caused the 
planet Venus to be forced out of its orbit in the 
Asteroid Belt to its present belt, which, besides being 
irrelevant, is extreinely unlikely. 

Dr. Malaise (5) produces the most complete theory 
other than Bellamy's and infers from the evidence of 
submerged Atlantic "Rivers", etce, that there must have 
been a change in the ocean level of some 12000 feet, 
more than sufficient to have brought the Atlantic Ridge 
at one time well above water. 

He attributes this change of ocean level — and here 
he agrees in effect with Tulip (6) - to the breakdown of 
an overloaded "Vault" in the Earth's crust. But, 
whereas he thinks this overloading was caused by the 
weight of the Ice Cap during the Glacial Arc, Tulip 
gives sedimentation and the gradual contraction of the 
HZarth as the cause. 

As further evidence that the Atlantic Ridge was 
once at or above ocean level, Dr. Malaise quotes the 
core samples taken by the Swedish Oceanographical Ex- 
pedition, which shew that the ocean bottom at the top of 
the ridge is consistant with formation by wave action. 
Those on either side are very different from each other, 
though both contain volcanic ash, and give further evi- 
dence that they were completely separated towards the 
latter end of the Tertiary. He estimates the date of 
Sinkage at about 25-30,000 years ago. Bradley estimates 
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an age of some 14-15,000 years. 

Professor Boneff (7) suggests that the loss of 
Atlantis may have been caused by the close approach to - 
or even collision with - the Earth by a large Asteroid 
and the resultant tidal wave. This theory at first 
sight appears to be on similar lines to Bellamy's, but, 
unless there was a collision and the Asteroid actually 
hit Atlantis, I do not see why it should have remained 
submerged. 

The above are the only fully fledged theories ad- 
vanced, but there are several articles giving possibly 
corroborative evidence. 

Dahl (8) and Hain (9) produce evidence of the exis- 
tence of the Mid Atlantic Ridge, which is now considered 
fully substantiated. 

Kiss (10) explains the "Seas of Mud" mentioned by 
Critias as being Ice Floes with their upper surfaces 
melted into sludge. It must not be forgotten however 
that very large guantities of pumice must have been pro- 
duced when Atlantis blew up. Pumice is lighter than 
water and the quantity may well have been sufficient to 
resist dispersal for a very long period. 

Sawyer (11) quotes the large number of meteorites 
which have fallen —- on West Africa — which is evidence in 
favour of Hoerbiger's Theory concerning the break-up of 
the Tertiary Satellite, but not of the existence or loss 
of Atlantis. He also mentions the existence of a more 
or less continuous strand=-line along the South and South- 
West coast of Africa some 2-350 feet above sea level, 
which agrees with the withdrawal cf water to the tropics 
when the present Moon was captured. 

Hinzpeter (12) endeavours to estimate the age when 
Atlantis flourished by the “Varv" dating of the Glacial 
Regression and obtains a period of 6000 years between 
17000 and 11000 years ago. He questions the accuracy of 
dating by the decay of radio-active substances, but does 
not prove his case. 

Who is right? Dr. Malaise has the advantage that 
his theory is based on orthodox geology but he fails to 
account properly for the simultaneous inundation of the 
Mediterranean and other facets of this world wide catas-— 
trophe. Dr. Boneff's theory has the disadvantages 
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already mentioned and is too sketchy for proper study. 
Bradley's Grand Conjunction theory may well be the miss- 
ing link in Hoerbiger, namely the means whereby a satel- 
lite may be induced to approach its captor before reach= 
ing the "Stationary Period." Tulip's theory like that 
of Dr. Malaise does not account for a contemporaneous 
world-wide conyulsion. So I still plump for Hoerbiger. 


~ Bibliography - 
1. HS. Bellamy =~ The Atlantis Myth. 
2. E. Sykes = This Atisntis Question Vol.1. No.1. 
3. H.T. Wilkins = Licht from the Ocra Linda Boek, 1.1. 
4. RA. Bradley = Atiantis and the Earth Shaker, 5.2. 
5. Dr. R. Malaise ~ The Atlantic Continent and its submersion, 1.24. 
6. A.W.P. Tulip ~ New Light on the Atlantis Problem, 5.2. 
7. Prof. E. Boneff - An Asteroid as the probable cause of Atlantis 
submersion, 2.4. 
The Theory of the Tides, 4.2. 
8. Capt. A. Dahl - Sunken Tiands near the Azores, 2.3. 
9. Capt. H, Bain = The METEOR Expedition 1938, 2.2. 
10. E, Kiss - Some remarks ou Critias, 3.1. 
11. E.J. Sawyer — African Bus!men and Atlantis, 5.3. 
12. G. Hinzpeter ~ When did Atlantis flourish? 4.4. 








DEMONGLOTY AND DISASTER 








Chepter Three (cont) by Hugh Soar 
"FTRE, FLO@ & FAMINE." 





The flood is of course the commonest theme in mythology. 

Adad, the Babylonian/Assyrian thunder God was, when necessary in- 
voked by the priests against his people's enemies. Lightning, 
flood, and famine were the weapons he wielded. In Babylonian flood 
myth we are told that the whirlwind of Ramman rose high into the 
heavens, and the light was turned into darkness. The mp of the 
world included with this article shews the distribution of some 
sixty flood myths, of different types. 

As H.S. Bellamy shows in ‘Moons, Myths, and Man' it is possible 
to determine the location of recording of the myth; thus, a myth 
telling of a flood of warm water can be traced to the longer 
latitudes, though in view of the nomadic nature of primitive man, 
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it would not be wise to place the location more precisely than either 
the Northern or Southern life zone. If nothing else however, the 
map Will shew adequately the distribution of flood myth over the World 


Chapter Four 





CHAOS and RESURRECTION 

If there is one recurrent theme in the mythologies of every 
country, it is that of chaos, It invariably forms the commencement 
of the mythical history of the tribe, or, alternatively is the fore- 
runner of the religious epics of the land, as in the case of the 
Biblical Genesis; though, since we know chaos myths to follow a pat- 
tern, the Biblical creation myth would appear to be incomplete, 

The following chaos myth, perhaps one of the most perfectly pre- 
served of its kind, is takon from Revelations 6-12. It has refer- 
ence I think, to the earlier catastrophe, the disintegration of the 
Tertiary Satcllite, though it may be contrasted with the myth im 
mediately following it, also taken from Revelations (16-2) which ap= 
parently refers to the capture cataclysm, "And I beheld when he had 
opened the sixth seal, and lo there was a great earthquake; and the 
sun became black as sackcloth of hair; and the moon as blood; and the 
stars of heaven fell into the ecarth, even as a fig tree casteth her 
untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven 
departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain 
and island were moved out of their places. And the kings of the 
carth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, 
and the mighty men, and every bondsman, and every freeman, hid them 
selves in the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains. And said to 
the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of 
him that sitteth on the throne and from the wrath of the lamb, For 
the great day of his wrath is come, and who shall be able to stand,' 

"And the seventh angel pourcd out his vial into the air..and 
there were...thunders and lightnings; and there was a great earth 
quake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an 
carthquake, and so great. And the great city was divided into three 
parts, and the cities cf the nation fell, and great Babylon( Atlantis?) 
came in remembrance before God... And every island fled away, and the 
mountains were not found, And there fell upon men a great hail out 
of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent." 

Now, according to Jewish lore there was, at the end of every 
age, a war between God and His adversary, The enemy, significantly 
was conceived to be in the form of a dragon, Anti-Christ, this 
mysterious force, was considered to be influenced by Satan, though 
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this influence we shall see to be, in reality the transposition of 
evil from an unknowm force, only dimly conceived, to a known Prince 
of Evil. Anti-Christ, the latent force of cvil, is the Moon, 

Satan, the Ruler of the Kingdom of Darkness whom St. Paul describes ~ 
in fact as the God of this Age, (in contrast to the age to come after 
the day of judgment, (the Day of Jahweh) ~ the moonlcss age), is 
omipresent, and, since Satan is held, either dircctly or indirectly 
responsible for all evil, when the Moon commences its breakdown, or 
when its closer relation to the earth enables its association with 
ce.taclysm, the emphasis of cvil will sharply turn from the abstract 
and by this time fully symbolised Satan to the material, dominant, 
satcliite, The conception of ‘ages’, sharply defined, cach ending 
in chaos, and each conmencing under the potentcy of a God is not of 
course unicue, The religion of the Aztecs, of which Tezcatlipoca 
was Dut one God/Age, and that of India, the Avataras of Vishnu, are 
important cxemples, The moonless age, the age when life will spring 
from carth ancw, is the time of happiness, until it too is presently 
dominated by another satellite, One thinks of the Norse Lif, and 
Lifthrasir entering, hand in hand the world, after the terrors of 
Ragnarok, 

As we might expect, playing a great, if not a dominant part in 
the theme of Chaos is the dragon. There is, thinks Edward Longton, 
an apparent connection between the dragon myths of Babylonian/Assyr= 
ian myth, and Satan, since, in Jewish Apochryphal literature, (Reve- 
lations, 12.9) Satan is identified with the dragon that storms the 
heaven, According to Persian teachings, the serpent Azi-Dalekar is 
bound and fcttered in the mountain of Damavand, Ahriman, the evil 
principle of Zoroastrian duallism released him after nine thousand 
years, but, aftcr anothcr thousand years he was slain, by Keresaspa. 
After the cleansing of the world, the scrosnt, it is said, will dis-~ 
appear. Here we secm to have an accovnt of the fettering (by bonds 
of gravitational attraction) of a satcllite, a common enough motif 
in many mythologies, (the fettering of Fenzis for example). Evil 
follows Good, as we know from study of many religions. ‘ 

Turning once more to Satan, is it coincidence that he, and 
Azazel the 'chicf of the watchers’ and the leader of the fallen 
angels are both associated with the dragon, the destroyer of the 
world, Indeed the conception of an arch~fiend, the Lord of all 
Evil is a recurrent theme in Jewish writings. As Lord of the Mat- 
erial Universe, "God of this Age', if he were to be associated with 
the newly captured Moon, and regarded as responsible for the 
destruction consequent upon the capture cataclysm, then his relation 
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to the conception of God, becomes clearer. The coming of Satan (or 
inti-Christ) is the event which disrupts the normal course of life, 
He is the destroyer, and as has convincingly been shewn, the appel- 
lation 'dragon' is perfectly consistent with the newly captured moon, 
The dragon moreover is a very consistent symbol, and, to judge from 
this consistency a very potent one, Whilst it is possible that the 
Fenris wolf, for example, and its association with Chaos could be 
explained by the argument thet a cosmic myth has been imbucd with 
the character of an anthropomorphic deity, the wolf; to the primi- 
tive folk of the North, embodying terror and evil, and likely there~- 
fore to be worshipped, or at least propitiated. The dragon how~ 
ever, of fearsome nature and name, is common to all lands, and can= 
not be explained away by reference to, or association with any know 
animal. Moreover it is, or was originally purely a cosmic phenom= 
enon, its representation in these enlightened days as winged is a 
remembrance of its previous atmospheric habitat. Its fiery breath 
destroys all, and its terrible appetite for life and limb completes 
its connection with chaos and destruction, Whilst in the serpent 
we have the primitive symbol of the breakdown of a previous satel- 
lite, in the dragon myth, I believe we have, most often, 2 portrayal 
of the Moon in her first stages of capture. Even today, in Britain 
it is possible to locate ponds, groves and wells etc, where ‘local 
dragons‘ were slain by ‘local heroes' in epic struggles. These 
myths were the common knowledge of the tribes that settled in the 
areas and, as the legend of Hu Gadarn and the Avanc was apparently 
transferred to an obscure lake in Wales, so these dragon legends 
were transposed. Indeed, if more were known about these ‘heroes’, 
we should very likely find that their lives would follow what we know 
to be the deluge/culture hero pattern. Folk memory, that very con- 
troversial topic, has been the subject of much patience, and many 
words. If we treat the subject sensibly, and realise that stylised 
legends and myth can be, and have been handed down from generation 
to generation, we will be upon the right path. 

One of the most, if not the most potent of chaos myths is that 
contained in the Norse account of Ragnarok, This graphic portrayal 
of cataclysm and destruction caused by the forces of evil, symbolical 
of the descent of the broken down satellite compels attcntion by the 
power of its story. 

"Aftcr the Fimbul winter, the terrible trial of snow and all 
embracing ice, the Giantess Angur~boda fed the progeny of the fet= 
tered wolf, Fenris until, pursuing Sol and Mani (The Sun & Moon), 
they overtook and devoured them, At this chaotic disaster the 
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whole earth shook, and stars fell from their places in the heavens. 
Loki, Fenris, and Garm redoubled their vigours and rent their chains 
asunder, The time for revenge had come, The dragon Nidhug gnawed 
through the roots of the world ash, Yggdrasil, and Heimdall blew the 
long expected alarm blast upon Giallarhorn, On to the field Vigrid 
rode the Gods, with their forces, ready for the fray, Lormungandr 
the Midgard Worm, the world cncircler crawled on to land, lashing the 
ocean waves to fury, and hastened to the dread battle-ficld. Loki 
boarded the boat Nagilfar with the fiery host from Muspelhcim whilst, 
from the North oame the ship of Hrym, full with the frost giants 
lusting for battle. Hel, goddess of death, with her followcrs, the 
Hellhound Garm, and the Nidhug dragon crept from a gaping fissure in 
the earth, Above, Surtr burst through the sky with his flaming sword, 
followed by his sons, The opposing forces clashed, Odin was con= 
sumed by Fenris’ ghastly jaws, opening wider and wider until they en- 
compassed heaven, Heimdall and Loki, Tyr and Garm fell dead, Thor 
slew the lidgard worm and was himself slain by its venom, Vidar 
rushed from the plain to wrench the wolf asunder and avenge Odin. 
Surtr threw his fire over the earth and the heat was so great that 
all vegetation burned, whilst the waters of the ocean boiled and 
seethed over the blackened carth, Out of this terrible destruction, 
when 211 was once more calm, walked Lif and Lifthrasir who saw the 
re=birth of the world, and who re=pcopled the earth." Thus ends the 
greatest chaos myth of oll, shewing, in chronological order, both the 
five main phases of the capture cataclysm, with glimpses interspersed 
of the vaster destruction many thousands of years earlicr, The ref- 
erence in Norse mythology to ‘the earth shaking, and the stars fall- 
ing from their places in the heaven', has an interesting parallel in 
Revelations where we read ‘And there was a great earthquake...and the 
stars of heaven fell wmto the earth.' It has been suggested that 
Ragnarok is but a barbaric version of the Christian teachings upon 
the end of the world, but, although the account may have been in- 
fluenced in certain ways, the passage in question is not without par 
allel in other mythologies, The Celts seem to have had a vague tra= 
dition about the sky falling dow upon them if they broke their oaths, 
and a very garbled refcrence to a similar occurrence is thought to be 
contained in the British children's story of "Henny-Penny." ds 
Lewis Spence has shew in ‘Myth and Ritual in Dance, Game and Rhyme’, 
many ancient, almost forgotten traditions are preserved in children's 
games and stories. 

Polynesian mythology possesses traditions of World ages, the 
deluge myths are also very marked, although it is thought that 
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Biblical teachings my have had no little influence upon these and 
chaos re=creation myths, However several which survive embrace um~ 
usual departures from the general pattern of this type of myth. For 
example, great stress is laid upon blustering winds in one of the 
flood myths, whilst a Maori myth of three destructions of the earth 
tells us that the ‘second upsetting of the land was followed by 
'Hapopo! (decay) folding up the sun', Puta, the spirit responsible 
for the first turning over of the land, has been equated with Buddha, 
and it is thought that evidence exists for culture borrowings by the 
Polynesians from India. There are many accounts in Indian mythology 
of the earth being turned upside-down, A deluge tradition of the 
Windward Islands follows the usual general pattern (except that no 
reference is mde to evil), but includes reference to falling stones. 
'The groves of trees and the stones were carricd away by the winds... 
There they watched, nights ten, the sea ebbed, and they two saw the 
little heads of the mountains...The land remained without produce... 
The wind was becoming feeble...the stones and the trees began to fall 
from the heavens,..They heard with terror the loud voice of the fall= 
ing stones.' If this is 2 dim folk memory of the rain of core mt- 
erial, then it has become fused with the memory of severe squalls, 
always prevalent in that area, A Fijion creation myth recorded, 
tells how Tangaloa, when the earth was yet uninhabited, sent his 
daughter Turi to the earth in the shape of a snipe to find a place 
to create human beings. She eventually found a place where she 
could rest, and the myth tells of her repeated flights to Tangaloa ~ 
as she reported that the dry surface was extending upon all sides, 
Tangaloa then sent down earth and a creeping plant to cover the bare 
rock, The plant grew, withered, decomposed, and the worms which ap= 
peared, became human beings. 

The Popul Vuh provides the last example of chaos/flood myth. 
The first men that were mde, were made of mad, but they were unsat~ 
isfactory to the Forefathers so they were broken up, and destroyed. 
The second men that were created, were created of wood, and they 
populated the surface of the earth. But they did not remember their 
creator, they walked aimlessly about on all fours. So Huracan, the 
Heart of Heaven, the Creator, sent a great flood which fell upon the 
heads of these wooden creatures and annihilated them, They were 
deluged by a heavy resin which fell from the sky. The face of the 
earth was darkened and a black rain fell, by day and by night (vol- 
canic ashes?). The following sequence is I think unique in this 
type of myth; the animals, the birds and beasts of the stackyard, 
and even the household implements rise and abuse these men, Finally 
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the men fica in terror to the housetops, and the trees, and even to 
the caverns. But cven these refused them access. The descendants 
of these wooden men are said to be the monkeys. 





ELECTRO PLATING IN TH# ANCIENT WORLD 
by W. Savitsky. 














In Mr. Syke's edition of Donellys "Atlantis" edited 
by you, page 232, 233, I found a note that the Mound 
Builders had used stone pipes etc., plated with copper 
and silver. I think, that I have found evidence, that 
such pipes, circular bosses etc. were plated and that 
electricity and chemistry, were known in Atlantis. 
Namely in the Iraq Museum in Bagdad is preserved a very 
interesting find made at Khujut Rabu, to the south east 
of Bagdad. 

The find consists of a vase made of clay, about 14 
centimeters high and with its largest diameter 8 centi- 
meters. The circular opening at the top has a diameter 
of 43 millimeters. Inside this vase was found a cylin- 
der made of sheet copper of high purity - the cylinder 
being 10 centimeters high and having a diameter of 26 
millimeters. 

The lower end of the copper cylinder was covered 
with a piece of sheet copper the same thickness and 
quality as the cylinder itself. The inner surface of 
this round copper sheet - the one that formed the inner 
bottom of the hollow cylinder - was covered with a layer 
of asphalt, 4 millimetres in thickness. A thick, heavy 
plug of the same material was forced into the upper end 
of the cylinder. 

The centre of the plug was formed by a solid piece 
of iron - now 75 millimeters long and originally a centi- 
metre in diameter. The upper part of the iron rod shows, 
that it was at first round, and while the lower end has 
partly corroded away, so that the rod is now pointed, it 
might be assumed, that when it was first used it was of 
uniform thickness. The only purpose of this assembly 
must have been the generating of electric current, any 
other explanation is impossible. 

This “vase" was found among undisturbed relics of 
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the Parthian Kingdom (250 B.C. — A.D.224). Four similar 
clay vases were found near Tel‘Omar - three of them con- 
taining copper cylinders similar to the one found at 
Khujut Rabua. Similar vase-batteries were found also 
at Ktesiphon with finds from the time when Sassamides 
ruled Persian (A.D. 224-A.D. 651). Such batteries were 
ZA areas never mentioned by ancient 
authors for simple reasons: 
those batteries and their use 
was an ancient trade secret. 
My conclusions are fol- 
lowing: mentioned batteries 
were discovered by Atlanteans. 
Electroplating, production 
of chemicals needed for this 
purpose were also Atlantean 
discovery. Ready products 
_ APiagram of an were sold to the western 
yearly Electric neighbours and knowledge of 
s} Battery found electroplating was trans- 
-/ near Bagdad. ferred via oldest Atlantean 
colony Egypt to Mesopotamia. 
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